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Human Dignity and Political Community in War and National Se-
curity
Introduction
The idea of Political community in war encapsulates many different debates. Various questions have arisen
as to the legitimate use of force by the state over different parties. One of the major debates within this
field is how citizenship factors into in war– for example, whether it is right for a nation to treat its own
citizens as combatants and deny them a judicial process. The debate also revolves around humanitarian
causes, namely legal concepts such as the Responsibility to Protect, which claims that any state has the right
to protect other citizens from the actions of their own government. This also leads to the central questions
regarding the role of human dignity–what do we owe to each other simply for being human? Is this basic
human dignity mitigated by war, or is it non-derogable? Are a nation’s citizens owed more or different rights
than non-citizens? These different case studies and sources discuss various aspects of the issue of citizenship
and human dignity in war.

Introductory Readings
• Kelman, Herbert C. “The Conditions, Criteria, and Dialectics of Human Dignity: A Transnational

Perspective.” International Studies Quarterly 21, no. 3 (September 1977): 529–52. https://doi.org/10.
2307/2600236.

• Mani, Rama. “Rebuilding an Inclusive Political Community After War.” Security Dialogue 36, no. 4
(2005): 511–26. https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010605060452.

Case Study Readings
• Argentina

– Sheinin, David M. K. Consent of the Damned: Ordinary Argentinians in the Dirty War. Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2012.

– Smith, Lindsay Adams. “Identifying Democracy: Citizenship, DNA, and Identity in Postdicta-
torship Argentina” Science, Technology, & Human Values,41, no. 6 (February 2016): 1037–62.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0162243916658708.

• Northern Ireland
– White, Timothy J. “Human Rights as War by Other Means: Peace Politics in Northern Ireland.”

Human Rights Quarterly 37, no. 2 (May 2015): 561–64, 577. https://search.proquest.com/docview/
1684204732?accountid=11862.
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– Eccarius-Kelly, Vera. “Human Rights and Conflict Resolution in Context.” Peace & Change 37,
no. 3 (2012): 473–77. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0130.2012.00761.x.

– Benest, David. “Atrocities in Britains Counter-Insurgencies.” The RUSI Journal 156, no. 3 (2011):
80–87. https://doi.org/10.1080/03071847.2011.591099.

– Asmal, Kader. If Law is the Enemy: Human Rights in Northern Ireland - Britain’s Responsibilities.
Britain; Ireland Human Rights Project, 1990.

• The Vietnam Wars
– Thi Liên, Tran. “The Challenge for Peace Within South Vietnam’s Catholic Community: A History

of Peace Activism.” Peace & Change 38, no. 4 (2013): 446–73. https://doi.org/10.1111/pech.12040.
– Grinter, Laurence E. “How They Lost: Doctrines, Strategies and Outcomes of the Vietnam War.”
Asian Survey 15, no. 12 (1975): 1114–32. https://doi.org/10.2307/2643587.

– Donnell, John C. “Pacification Reassessed.” Asian Survey 7, no. 8 (1967): 567–76. http:
//www.jstor.org/stable/2642597.

• The Global War on Terror
– Lauritzen, Paul. “Counterterrorism, Dignity, and the Rule of Law.” Soundings: An Interdisciplinary
Journal 95, no. 4 (2012): 452–67. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5325/soundings.95.4.0452.

– Luban, David. “Human Dignity, Humiliation, and Torture.” Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal
19, no. 3 (2009): 211–30. Available from: https://muse.jhu.edu/article/361940

• The Second Congo War
– Meger, Sara. “Rape of the Congo: Understanding Sexual Violence in the Conflict in the Democratic

Republic of Congo.” Journal of Contemporary African Studies 28, no. 2 (2010): 119–35. https:
//doi.org/10.1080/02589001003736728.

– Murithi, Tim. “A Local Response to the Global Human Rights Standard: The ubuntu perspective
on Human Dignity.” Globalisation, Societies and Education 5, no. 3 (2007): 277–86. https:
//doi.org/10.1080/14767720701661966.

– Baaz, Maria Eriksson, and Maria Stern. “Making Sense of Violence: Voices of Soldiers in
the Congo (DRC).” The Journal of Modern African Studies 46, no. 1 (2008): 57–86. https:
//doi.org/10.1017/s0022278x07003072.

Theme Readings
• War/Warfare

– Roberts, Adam. “Counter-Terrorism, Armed Force and the Laws of War.” Survival 44, no. 1
(2002): 7–32. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00396330212331343212.

– Otterbein, Keith F. “Internal War: A Cross-Cultural Study.” American Anthropologist 70, no. 2
(1968): 277–89. https://doi.org/10.1525/aa.1968.70.2.02a00040.

• Political Repression
– Carey, Sabine C, Mark Gibney, and Steven C Poe. The Politics of Human Rights: The Quest for
Dignity. Cambridge University Press, 2010.

– Hafner-Burton, Emilie M, and Kiyoteru Tsutsui. “Human Rights in a Globalizing World: The
Paradox of Empty Promises.” American Journal of Sociology 110, no. 5 (2005): 1373–1411.

• Strategic Studies
– Barkawi, Tarak. “Strategy as a Vocation: Weber, Morgenthau and Modern Strategic Stud-

ies.” Review of International Studies 24, no. 2 (1998): 159–84. https://doi.org/10.1017/
S0260210598001594.

– Klein, Bradley S. “After Strategy: The Search for a Post-Modern Politics of Peace.” Alternatives
13, no. 3 (1988): 293–318. https://doi.org/10.1177/030437548801300301.

– Acharya, Amitav. “Human Security: East Versus West.” International Journal 56, no. 3 (2001):
442–60. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40203577.

– Caballero-Anthony, Mely. “Revisioning Human Security in Southeast Asia.” Asian Perspective 28,
no. 3 (2004): 155–89. http://www.jstor.org/stable/42704471.

– Newman, Edward. “Critical Human Security Studies.” Review of International Studies 36, no. 1
(2010): 77–94. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0260210509990519.

• Security Studies
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– Gilbert, Paul. Terrorism, Security and Nationality: An Introductory Study in Applied Political
Philosophy. Routledge, 2008.

– Hammerstad, Anne. “Whose Security? UNHCR, Refugee Protection and State Security After the
Cold War.” Security Dialogue 31, no. 4 (2000): 391–403. http://www.jstor.org/stable/26296710.

• Normative Theory
– Donnelly, Jack. “Normative Versus Taxonomic Humanity: Varieties of Human Dignity in the

Western Tradition.” Journal of Human Rights 14, no. 1 (2015): 1–22.
– Schachter, Oscar. “Human Dignity as a Normative Concept.” American Journal of International
Law 77, no. 4 (1983): 848–54. https://doi.org/10.2307/2202536.

Further Reading
• Riley, Stephen. “Human Dignity and the Rule of Law.” Utrecht Law Review 11, no. 2 (February 2015):

91. https://doi.org/10.18352/ulr.320.
• Nutt, Cullen G. “The CIA’s Mole in the Viet Cong: Learning from a Rare Success.” Intelligence and

National Security 34, no. 7 (January 2019): 962–79. https://doi.org/10.1080/02684527.2019.1646959.

Regulating War and Warfare
Introduction
The challenges of regulating war and warfare are reflected in the evolution of international law. Traditional
legal approaches sought to frame concepts such as state sovereignty and the distinction between combatants
and non-combatants. In light of new developments, however, scholars have increasingly challenged the
applicability of existing regulations. Some highlight changes to the character of war, including the impact
of globalisation and the rise of non-interstate conflict. Others note shifts in the participants and parties to
war, highlighting the salience of non-state actors and a blurring of the distinction between combatants and
non-combatants.

At the tactical level, technological advances have created further difficulties for the regulation of warfare or
highlighted gaps in existing legal structures. Weapons targeted at the environment or the use of rape in
conflict have outpaced legal frameworks designed to address traditional interstate conflict.

Moreover, the fields of counterterrorism and counterinsurgency have provided fertile ground for examining
the regulation of war, with states facing a range of non-state adversaries and confronting the contested
applicability of IHL and IHRL. For example, whilst the criminalisation policy adopted in Northern Ireland
might contrast with new legal mechanisms created during the War on Terror, others see a clearer lineage
born out of a state’s continued ability to define its own conflicts.

Introductory Readings
• Wallace, Geoffrey. “Regulating Conflict: Historical Legacies and State Commitment to the Laws of War1.”

Foreign Policy Analysis 8, no. 2 (2011): 151–72. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-8594.2011.00151.x.
• Ehrhart, Hans-Georg. “Postmodern Warfare and the Blurred Boundaries Between War and Peace” 33,

no. 3 (2017): 263–75. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14751798.2017.1351156.
• Frei, Daniel. “The Regulation of Warfare.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 18, no. 4 (1974): 620–33.

https://doi.org/10.1177/002200277401800404.
• Draper, G. I. A. D. “The Ethical and Juridical Status of Constraints in War.” Military Law Review 55

(1972): 169–86. https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/milrv55&i=173.

Case Study Readings
• Argentina
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– Grandin, Greg. “The Instruction of Great Catastrophe: Truth Commissions, National History,
and State Formation in Argentina, Chile, and Guatemala.” The American Historical Review 110,
no. 1 (2005): 46–67. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/531121.

– Schwartz, Daniel W. “Rectifying Twenty-Five Years of Material Breach: Argentina and the Legacy
of the Dirty War in International Law Comment.” Emory International Law Review 18 (2004):
317.

• Northern Ireland
– Campbell, Colm. “ ‘Wars on Terror’ and Vicarious Hegemons: THE UK, International Law, and

the Northern Ireland Conflict.” International and Comparative Law Quarterly 54, no. 2 (2005):
321–56.

– Neumann, Peter R. “The Myth of Ulsterization in British Security Policy in Northern Ireland.” Stud-
ies in Conflict & Terrorism 26, no. 5 (2003): 365–77. https://doi.org/10.1080/10576100390227971.

• The Vietnam Wars
– Martin, Susan B. “Norms, Military Utility, and the Use/Non-Use of Weapons: The Case of

Anti-Plant and Irritant Agents in the Vietnam War.” Journal of Strategic Studies 39, no. 3 (2016):
321–64. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402390.2016.1181058.

– Sorley, Lewis. “To Change a War: General Harold K. Johnson and the PROVN Study.” Parameters:
U.S.Army War College Quarterly 28, no. 1 (April 1998): 93. https://search.proquest.com/docview/
61234314?accountid=11862.

• The Global War on Terror
– Corn, Geoffrey. “Filling the Void: Providing a Framework for the Legal Regulation of the

Military Component of the War on Terror Through Application of Basic Principles of the Law of
Armed Conflict.” ILSA Journal of International and Comparative Law 12, no. 2 (2006): 481–90.
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/ilsaic12&i=491.

– Jackson, Dick. “Application of the Law of War to the Global War on Terror.” St. John’s Journal
of Legal Commentary 23, no. 4 (2009): 979–86. https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/
sjjlc23&i=987.

• The Second Congo War
– Lake, Milli. “Ending Impunity for Sexual and Gender-Based Crimes: The International Criminal

Court and Complementarity in the Democratic Republic of Congo.” African Conflict and Peace-
building Review 4, no. 1 (2014): 1–32. https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/africonfpeacrevi.4.1.1.

– Grey, Rosemary. “Sexual Violence Against Child Soldiers.” International Feminist Journal of
Politics 16, no. 4 (February 2014): 601–21. https://doi.org/10.1080/14616742.2014.955964.

Theme Readings
• War/Warfare

– Bianchi, Andrea, and Delphine Hayim. “Unmanned Warfare Devices and the Laws of War: The
Challenge of Regulation.” Sicherheit Und Frieden (S+F) / Security and Peace 31, no. 2 (2013):
93–98. http://www.jstor.org/stable/24234146.

– Bring, Ove. “Regulating Conventional Weapons in the Future. Humanitarian Law or Arms
Control?” Journal of Peace Research 24, no. 3 (1987): 275–86. http://www.jstor.org/stable/
424367.

• Political Repression
– Hafner-Burton, Emilie M., and Kiyoteru Tsutsui. “Justice Lost! The Failure of International

Human Rights Law to Matter Where Needed Most.” Journal of Peace Research 44, no. 4 (2007):
407–25. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27640538.

– Hafner-Burton, Emilie M., Kiyoteru Tsutsui, and John W. Meyer. “International Human Rights
Law and the Politics of Legitimation: Repressive States and Human Rights Treaties.” International
Sociology 23, no. 1 (2008): 115–41. https://doi.org/10.1177/0268580907084388.

• Strategic Studies
– Hansen, Thomas Obel. “In Pursuit of Accountability During and After War.” Journal of Strategic

Studies 42, no. 7 (2019): 946–70. https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2019.1588120.
– Krause, Joachim. “How Do Wars End? A Strategic Perspective.” Journal of Strategic Studies 42,
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no. 7 (2019): 920–45. https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2019.1615460.
• Security Studies

– Brooks, Rosa Ehrenreich. “War Everywhere: Rights, National Security Law, and the Law of Armed
Conflict in the Age of Terror.” University of Pennsylvania Law Review 153 (2004): 675–2215.

– Roberts, Adam. “Counter-Terrorism, Armed Force and the Laws of War.” Survival 44, no. 1
(2002): 7–32. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00396330212331343212.

• Normative Theory
– McMahan, Jeff. “The Morality of War and the Law of War.” In Just and Unjust Warriors:
The Moral and Legal Status of Soldiers, edited by David Rodin and Henry Shue, 19–43. Oxford
University Press, 2008.

– Mégret, Frédéric. “A Cautionary Tale from the Crusades? War and Prisoners in Conditions of
Normative Incommensurability.” SSRN, September 2008. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.
cfm?abstract_id=1263823.

Further Reading
• Doswald-Beck, Louise. “Implementation of International Humanitarian Law in Future Wars.” Naval

War College Review 52, no. 1 (1999). https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol52/iss1/3/.
• Rosas, Allan, and Pär Stenbäck. “The Frontiers of International Humanitarian Law.” Journal of Peace

Research 24, no. 3 (September 1987): 219–36. https://doi.org/10.1177/002234338702400303.
• Vorobej, Mark. “Just War Theory and the Invasion of Afghanistan.” Peace Research 41, no. 2 (2009):

29–58. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23608089.
• Butler, Michael J. “U.S. Military Intervention in Crisis, 1945-1994: An Empirical Inquiry of Just War

Theory.” The Journal of Conflict Resolution 47, no. 2 (2003): 226–48. http://www.jstor.org/stable/
3176168.

• Franck, Thomas. “When Nations Collide, Must Law Be Silent?” Peace Review 19, no. 2 (2007): 227–35.
• Jinks, Derek. “Protective Parity and the Laws of War.” Notre Dame Law Review 79, no. 4 (2004):

1493–1528. https://scholarship.law.nd.edu/ndlr/vol79/iss4/8/.
• Jochnick, Chris, and Roger Normand. “The Legitimation of Violence: A Critical History of the Laws of

War.” Harvard International Law Journal 35, no. 1 (1994): 49. http://search.proquest.com/docview/
1296046865/.

• Nurick, Lester. “The Distinction Between Combatant and Non-Combatant in the Law of War.” American
Journal of International Law 39 (1945): 680–97. http://search.proquest.com/docview/58628694/.

• Smith, M.L.R. “Guerrillas in the Mist: Reassessing Strategy and Low Intensity Warfare.” Review of
International Studies 29, no. 1 (2003): 19–37.

• Erakat, Noura S. “New Imminence in the Time of Obama: The Impact of Targeted Killings on the Law
of Self-Defense.” Arizona Law Review 56 (2014): 195–1257.

• Sterio, Milena. “The United States’ Use of Drones in the War on Terror: The (Il)legality of Targeted
Killings Under International Law.(Symposium: Presidential Power and Foreign Affairs).” Case Western
Reserve Journal of International Law 45, nos. 1-2 (2012): 197.

• Dijk, Boyd van. “Human Rights in War: On the Entangled Foundations of the 1949 Geneva Conventions.”
American Journal of International Law 112, no. 4 (2018): 553.

• Delahunty, Robert J., and John C. Yoo. “What Is the Role of International Human Rights Law in the
War on Terror?” DePaul Law Review 59, no. 3 (2010): 803–49.

• Marra, William, and Sonia Mcneil. “Understanding the Loop: Regulating the Next Generation of War
Machines.” Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy, 2013, 1139–86. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.
2043131.

Reasons for Restraint
Introduction
The two bodies of law that apply restraining principles in war are international humanitarian law (IHL)
and international human rights law (IHRL). While these two sets of law share similarities in their spirit of
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upholding a basic humanity and may sometimes be complementary (Qureshi 2017), the problems arise when
IHL and IHRL conflict. Such occurrences are becoming increasingly common (Draper 2011), especially with
regard to the war on terror, where an ‘armed conflict’ necessary for IHL is uncertain. This uncertainty allows
states to pick and choose the legal principles which suit them best, rather than keep to a stringent set of
restraints which normative theorists argue is crucial in war. Restraint is crucial not just to keep operations
legal, but also for a more fundamental purpose of viewing the enemy as human (Evangelidi 2018). Law –
especially in war – is much more often followed when it is linked to morals that the actors value (Stephens
2019). This trend must be emphasized because it is difficult to apply restraint at the tactical level even when
officers know its value on the strategic level.

Introductory Readings
• Draper, G. I. A. D. “The Relationship Between the Human Rights Regime and the Law of Armed

Conflict,” 213–29. Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill | Nijhoff, 2011. https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/
9789004219120/B9789004219120-s012.xml.

• Johnson, James Turner. Just War Tradition and the Restraint of War: A Moral and Historical Inquiry.
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1981.

• Beck, Louise, and Sylvain Vité. “International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law.” International
Review of the Red Cross 293 (1993): 94–119. http://search.proquest.com/docview/839298206/.

• Hathaway, Oona A., Rebecca Crootof, Philip Levitz, Haley Nix, William Perdue, Chelsea Purvis, and
Julia Spiegel. “Which Law Governs During Armed Conflict? The Relationship Between International
Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law.” Minnesota Law Review 96, no. 6 (2012): 1883–1943.

Case Study Readings
• Argentina

– Scharpf, Adam. “Ideology and State Terror: How Officer Beliefs Shaped Repression During
Argentina’s ‘Dirty War’.” Journal of Peace Research 55, no. 2 (2018): 206–21.

– Brysk, Alison. “From Above and Below: Social Movements, the International System, and
Human Rights in Argentina.” Comparative Political Studies 26, no. 3 (1993): 259–85. https:
//doi.org/10.1177/0010414093026003001.

• Northern Ireland
– Morgan, B. W., and M. L. R. Smith. “Northern Ireland and Minimum Force: The Refutation of a

Concept?” 27, no. 1 (2016): 81. https://search.proquest.com/docview/1770385145?accountid=
11862.

– McInnes, Colin, and Caroline Kennedy-Pipe. “ ‘The Dog That Did Not Bark’: The British
Army in Northern Ireland, 1990-94.” Irish Studies in International Affairs 8 (1997): 137–53.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30002048.

• The Vietnam Wars
– Falk, Richard. “War Crimes and Individual Responsibility.” Trans-Action 7, no. 3 (1970): 33–40.
– Stur, Heather Marie. “ ‘Hiding Behind the Humanitarian Label’: Refugees, Repatriates, and the

Rebuilding of America’s Benevolent Image After the Vietnam War *.” Diplomatic History 39, no.
2 (2015): 223–44.

• The Global War on Terror
– Tan, Andrew T. H. U.S. Strategy Against Global Terrorism: How It Evolved, Why It Failed, and
Where It Is Headed. Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

– Renshon, Stanley A., and Peter Suedfeld, eds. Understanding the Bush Doctrine: Psychology and
Strategy in an Age of Terrorism. CRC Press, 2007.

• The Second Congo War
– Tsabora, James. “Prosecuting Congolese War Crimes.” Peace Review 23, no. 2 (2011): 161–69.

https://doi.org/10.1080/10402659.2011.571599.
– Okosun, T.Y., and N. Kibiswa. “Human Rights Violations and Genocide in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo.” Contemporary Justice Review 16, no. 4 (2013): 482–93. https://doi.org/
10.1080/10282580.2013.857074.
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Theme Readings
• War/Warfare

– Qureshi, Waseem Ahmad. “Untangling the Complicated Relationship Between International
Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law in Armed Conflict”. Penn State Journal of Law &
International Affairs, 6, no. 1 (2017): 241.

– Stephens, Dale. “Roots of Restraint in War: The Capacities and Limits of Law and the Critical
Role of Social Agency in Ameliorating Violence in Armed Conflict.” Journal of International
Humanitarian Legal Studies 10, no. 1 (2019): 58–75.

• Political Repression
– Buckles, Grant T. “Internal Opposition Dynamics and Restraints on Authoritarian Control.”

British Journal of Political Science 49, no. 3 (July 2019): 883–900. https://search.proquest.com/
docview/2241331429?accountid=11862.
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Strategy and Population Control
Introduction
The theme of Strategy and Population Control is addressed by scholars with various backgrounds and
academic focuses. However, despite the abundance of the material, a few major themes were identified during
the literature search and review. First, most researchers tend to describe specific means of population control,
such as rape, torture, propaganda and information control. This suggests that population control is not
monolithic, but varies widely depending on context. Thus, as identified by the readings, population control
usually occurs as part of a cost/benefit analysis, with the unethical nature of the acts being weighed against
their political advantages. Secondly, as seen in the case studies, many examples of population control occur
with ethnic or cultural motivations. Therefore, the analyses of causes and behaviors of population control are
generally specific, to the individual level; which provides relatively subjective insight for a reader. Thirdly,
there is no consensus on the definition of the topic, as understandings change based on the frame one uses to
analyse it, such as politics, law and psychology. Overall, the literature search established new boundaries for
the potential future research in the topic.
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Political Warfare and Political Emergencies
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Political emergencies are often rooted in state collapse and therefore, understanding the underpinnings of
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Identity, Identification, and Intelligence Institutions
Introduction
Secrecy and intelligence services have long been means for states to protect themselves their national security
interests. The role identity and identification play in these institutions, as many authors have argued, can be
crucial to how these conflicts play out. Intelligence agencies use the cloak of secrecy since the information
gathered would not be available to the public. Yet nowadays the role of secrecy is increasingly being challenged
by public demands for accountability, especially after leaks which revealed the extensiveness of surveillance in
Western states. This may create a problem for states regarding the safeguarding of national security without
a reliance on excessive secrecy. States now have to find a new balance between national security and secrecy
within the context of identity and identification.
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Case Study Readings
• Argentina
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